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When you were a child, did you and your classmates clean your classroom?

I'm now making a survey about school children's cleaning in the world.

In Japan, all the school children clean their classroom every day with brooms and sometimes they wipe the floors.
They clean the windows and blackboards, too.

I've heard that only Japanese, Chinese and Korean school children do cleaning as a custom, but in other countries,
they don't. What about your country?

In Japan, some teachers say, "We have too much job, why not stop cleaning and let professional janitors do all


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FYIAeAcmkIM

the cleaning? At least, let's stop using brooms and use vacuum cleaners instead. In Japan, everything is old-
fashioned, especially at schools."
As for me, cleaning classroom with my classmates was fun, and learning how to clean was useful for me.

Will you tell me the situation in your country? And your opinion?

(1) 7A) A ADFEELE (BEED/NFRT 10 FHSEBERATVEY)

I think cleaning the school is good for the students for two main reasons. First, if the students know that
they have to clean up their classroom, they are more likely to be careful not to make a mess. In America,
even if the kids make a mess, they know somebody else will clean it for them. The Japanese way teaches
kids to be responsible for themselves and their behavior. Second, Japanese students can feel pride in the
school because they are involved in keeping it clean. If the school looks nice, it’s because of their hard work.

If the school looks messy, they know that it’s their fault.

(2) FEONAE, A—RA 7V T oY - G EFELLFEN Lz LTwES)
Kids don’t clean classrooms or toilets or anything in HK or Australia. In fact, I think parents in HK would
be angry if their kids were asked to do chores like that. At home, many HK families with full-time live-in
helpers from the Philippines who do all the housework. Kids are not expected to do any chores. Many
parents pay hefty school fees for kids to go to good private and international schools. The parents would
be angry if they were paying so much school fees and their kids had to clean things at school®. All I can
say 1s, it’s a very different culture. As for Australia, definitely no expectation of kids cleaning anything at

school either. That’s what the school janitors are for.

(3) 24 AN (R4 ZAD/INERT, FEEP A VEEHATUET)
Ah yes, the school cleaning in Japan. It’s always funny to watch it in Japanese movie, as it doesn’t exist
at all in Switzerland. I sometimes talk about it with Swiss students and they find it very strange.
I guess, in Switzerland, school is meant for school education only, and things like cleaning are meant to be
taught by parents.
Personally, as you write, I think it to be a bit old fashioned (sorry for the words) to still clean with brooms,
as I guess nobody does it anymore at home, or do some families?
I don’t know any person in Switzerland that still cleans with a broom, as we all have hovers or even robotic-
hovers meanwhile.
Also I guess, as we have currently a huge problem finding teachers, giving them additional jobs would be
almost impossible.
But yeah, T actually never got good in window cleaning and still don’t like it, so it may have helped to learn
it at school XD
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